CHAPTER 1
An Inclusive Approach to Early Education

ANSWERS TO REVIEW QUESTIONS
PART 1. SHORT ANSWERS 
1. Inclusion means that children with disabilities should be educated with normally developing children to the maximum extent possible while, at the same time, providing for their special needs. 

2. Some of the possible outcomes of inclusion include growth in the areas of relationships, membership, and development that are embedded in more active participation in the rituals and routines of the classroom. 

3. Caldwell’s three stages: 
a. forget and hide: children with disabilities, especially mentally retarded children, were institutionalized or kept out of sight 
b. screen and segregate: children with disabilities were identified and offered educational programs well away from normally developing children and from parents and teachers of normally developing children 
c. identify and help: seeking out children with developmental problems and providing for their special needs in educational settings 
d. Our fourth stage is include and support: the period we are now in, where children with disabilities are included in educational and community groups with support to facilitate their participation. 



4. Inclusion and anticultural bias both call for all children (all individuals) to have equal social status and educational rights and privileges appropriate to their individual differences, backgrounds, and experiences.

5. Teachable moments are those brief periods when a child seems especially interested and able to learn a particular skill. Learning to skip is very nearly impossible for most three-year-olds; somewhere during kindergarten or first grade most children, all of a sudden, seem to become highly motivated to learn to skip and will practice indefatigably until the skill is mastered. 

6. Peer tutoring is one child teaching another; it can be spontaneous, as when a child says, “I can show you how it works,” or it can be teacher planned and initiated (but always with the interest and consent of the child who will serve as tutor). 

7. Inclusion in early childhood serves society in three major ways: 
a. promoting a better ethical and moral climate by respecting the legal and constitutional rights of all citizens 
b. building a more accepting and tolerant future generation by allowing young children to grow up accepting other young children who are different 
c. increasing the number of early childhood programs: there is no mandate to provide early education for normally developing children as there is for children with developmental problems who are to be served in an inclusive setting; hence, there could be many more preschool slots available for all children as PL 99-457 comes into full implementation. 

PART 2. LISTS (Other correct answers are possible, many of which are both explicit and implicit in the text.) 
1. Teacher responsibilities in an inclusive preschool: 
a. to individualize children’s’ programs 
b. to avoid labeling children on the basis of their problem (stereotyping) 
c. to provide a balance of curriculum activities 
d. to consciously structure interactions between children with developmental problems and developing children 
e. to reinforce imitation of appropriate behaviors 

2. Parents and teachers in an integrated classroom sometimes express concerns that 
a. the special needs of children with disabilities will not be met adequately. 
b. there will not be enough teacher time or attention to go around. 
c. children may learn maladaptive behaviors through imitation. 

3. Arguments in favor of inclusion for children with developmental problems include 
a. more stimulating and responsive learning environment. 
b. developmental curriculum model in contrast to a deficit model. 
c. opportunities to work and play with typically developing children who provide good models for basic developmental skills. 
d. motivation to try a little harder. 
e. opportunities to learn from children who are closer in skill levels and motor dexterity than adult teachers. 


