EDU 221 Ch 5 ANSWERS TO REVIEW QUESTIONS 

SHORT ANSWERS 
1. A congenital problem is one that a child is born with. Example: a hip dislocation at the time of birth. 

2. A metabolic disorder interferes with physical and chemical activities related to the health of particular types of body cells. Example: in PKU, milk and certain other foods are processed (metabolized) imperfectly, causing brain cell destruction. 

3. Birth complications are events that cause problems during or immediately following birth, such as anoxia or hemorrhaging into the brain. 

4. Most cases of mental retardation can be prevented by providing adequate nutrition, health care, housing, and education for pregnant women and for their offspring following birth. 

5. Temperament refers to a child’s personality traits. Some infants, for example, are described as easy babies; others as difficult, constantly demanding attention. Caregivers respond in very different ways to different kinds of temperaments, and this influences how the baby develops—an easy baby is quite likely to be a happy, outgoing child because of personal traits and also because of warm responsiveness from people in the environment; a hostile, aggressive child often begets aggression. 

6. Exposure to even very small amounts of lead over a period of time can cause lower IQ scores and even mental retardation. Higher levels of exposure can cause death. 

7. Parents are the main socializing agents of their children. An aggressive, punishing parent often has children who are aggressive and who, later, are punishing with their own children. Child abuse is an especially prevalent example of the above. On the other hand, parents who are loving but firm seem to raise children who accept limits but are warm and responsive. 

8. Even a mild hearing loss can interfere with language development, which in turn can interfere with both cognitive and social development. A child who does not fully understand adults’ instructions often is viewed as a behavior problem or is viewed by children as a dummy who doesn’t follow the rules of their games and so is not invited to play again. 

9. A chronic health problem is one that persists over time. Example: children who have asthma throughout the developmental years. A child who begins vomiting and running a high temperature may have an illness of immediate but, perhaps, short-term seriousness (e.g., an acute case of appendicitis). A chronic health condition (such as asthma) may be subject to flare-ups that put the individual into the acute category on occasion. 
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